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From our Pastoré.. 
 

ñMost people are 

bothered by those 

passages of Scripture 

they do not understand, 

but the passages that 

bother me are those I do 

understand.ò 

These salty words are 

attributed to Samuel 

Langhorne Clemens, 

better known as Mark 

Twain.  He makes a point worth considering!  For example, take some 

of the teachings of Jesus as found in Matthewôs gospel: 
ñCome, follow me, and Iôll show you how to fish for people.ò [4:19] 

 ñBut I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those 

who harass youéò [5:43] 

ñStop collecting treasures for your own benefit on earth, 

where moth and rust eat them and where thieves bring in 

and steal them.ò [6:19] 

ñNot everybody who says to me, óLord, Lord,ô will get 

into the kingdom of heaven.  Only those who do the will 

of my Father who is in heaven will enter.ò [7:21] 

ñThe size of the harvest is bigger than you can imagine, 

but there are few workers.ò [9:37] 

ñThose who donôt pick up their crosses and follow me 

arenôt worthy of me.ò [10:38] 

 

Does anyone else feel the ñouch!ò of these 

words?  It seems evident that thereôs not a lot 

of wiggle room in what Jesus is trying to teach 

us!  Twain is wise in being bothered by some 
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of these passages!  They certainly 

might give rise to a swarm of 

questions: What does it look like 

to follow Jesus?  What would our 

lives be like if we stopped 

collecting earthly treasures?  How 

can we know if we are doing 

Godôs will?  What does it mean to 

take up our crosses? 

 

This last question is central to the 

faith.  Jesus is quoted as saying it 

numerous times in the Synoptic 

gospels (Matthew, Mark & Luke).  

In a commentary I recently read, 

the author asserts, ñThe cross was 

an instrument of torture that 

eventually led to a painful death.  

It was also a sign of ridicule as the 

criminal was forced to carry it 

through the town while people 

would laugh and hurl insults at the 

condemned person.  Williamson 

[Mark, Interpretation 

Commentary] writes: óThe cross 

Jesus invites his hearers to take up 

refers not to the burdens life 

imposed from without but rather 

to painful, redemptive action 

voluntarily undertaken for 

others.ô [p. 154] é 

 

The author continues by saying, 

ñThe act of carrying the cross was 

a public display of guilt which 

resulted in ridicule and scorn from 

the people.  With this 

understanding, the phrase might 

be paraphrased: óbe willing to 

publicly display your faith and 

suffer the consequences that such 

a display might evoke.ôò [Brian P. 

Stoffregen, CrossMarks] 

Bothered by the clarity?  Troubled 

by the thought of such radical 

charity?  Put off by being so 

public about your faith that youôd 

be open to ridicule?  Itôs a 

struggle, yes, but a worthy one!  

What salty thoughts do you have 

to share? 
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Adult 

Garrett Renner October 1 

Pat Fankhouser October 3 

Dawn Dietsch October 4 

Marcy Huey October 4 

Sabrina Sitler October 4 

Cindy Lobdell October 8 

Aiden Neiport October 9 

Bob Sears October 12 

Paul Cree October 17 

Kim Avery October 27 

Blanche Gaillard October 29 

George Johnson October 31 

Youth 

Loralei Johnson October 3 

Harrison Horner October 6 

Carter Neiport October 16 

Alex Colvin October 24 

October Birthdays 
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Gifts and Donations 

DONATIONSðThe following donations have been received: 

 

¶ to the General Memorial Fund in memory of  Ron Christy 

 

�:�R�U�O�G���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�R�Q���6�X�Q�G�D�\���L�V��October 7, 2018.  This year we will 

celebrate with our friends and neighbors at �)�L�U�V�W���/�X�W�K�H�U�D�Q���&�K�X�U�F�K���� 

Their service times are 8:00 and 11:00 A.M.  Please join us for this 

combined service, with combined choirs, and a message provided by 

Rev. Rebecca  Taylor. 

World Communion Sunday 


